706                TEN  INCARNATIONS  OF  VISHNU.
(iv) A world of legends, (v) Incarnations unknown
o the Vedas and Manu, now-gained ground and became
objects of popular worship and adoration, Vishun is
said to have had 10 incarnations, (ace to the Bhagavata,
22). The first was a Fish that saved Manu, his family
and the Veda in an ark from the Deluge. This is pro-
bably a myth-. The second was a Tortoise that raised
up the Earth from sinking. Here the tortoise is perhaps
the Celestial Sphere ; its back is Heavenly Vault j
Ananta is Infinitude : Ananta Na*ga k the Ecliptic :
Mandara mount is the Pole, Satapatha Brahman*
mentions the Fish and the Boar. The Taittiriya
Aranyaka refers to the Boar Incarnation. A big Boar
killed Hiranyaksha, an enemy and pest of the Aryan
community. Hiranyakasipu, another tyrant, was killed
probably by a lion. The 5th was a Brahmin Dwarf
called Bam an a who duped, and defeated and drove
away the tyrant Bali. The 6th was Parasu-Rama, the
great; 3rahmin-hero who had humbled the imperious
warriors of India and established the Brahmin .supre-
macy once more. The jth was Rama, an ideal king,
conqueror of Ceylon, The 8th was Bala-Rama brother
to Krishna both of whom had re-established a pious
empire in India, after killing the tyrants. The 91(1 was
Buddha. The loth, Kalki, is yet to be born
1 Krishna was   deified   before   the   5th   century   B. C
Megasthenes also refers to   it*    Deification   of  Krishna
is found also   in   the   Great   Ccmmentary  of   Patanjali
(150 B. C.).   But his general worship in a rather debased
form began after 1000 A. D.    (vi)    Gods : 33 ,gods  are